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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 December 2005 . 

2a)d This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 5 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 

the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Venson et 
al. (Usd484284) in view of Richards (US5775263). 

Regarding claim 5, Venson et al. disclose an exercise wheel defining an interior 
cylindrical surface having a slip resistant material exposed on an interior cylindrical 
surface of the assembly. 

Venson et al. does not disclose a second layer of abrasive material. 

Richards discloses a second layer of abrasive material (col 4, line 65-col 5 line 5) 
discloses a layer of carpet, which is generally made of a rough backing with the carpet 
fibers woven in and out of it to form the pile of the carpet. The backing layer, because 
of its rough texture and open weave, would be abrasive. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the teaching of Richards of a second layer of abrasive 
material (The backing material of the carpet) to the invention of Venson et al. in order to 
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make the device more effective at trimming the nails of an animal in a shorter period of 
time, and to make the device safer for an animal by decreasing the possibility of the 
animal slipping while exercising. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bethany L. Griles whose telephone number is 
571 .272.6888. The examiner can normally be reached on Wednesday and Thursday, 
5.30 am-2.00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 571.272.6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,124 
Art Unit: 3643 


big 


Page 4 

Bethany L. Gril^ 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 



Peter M. Poon 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



